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DIFFICULTIES OF OLD AGE WITHOUT RELIGION. 


JEREMIAH Vi. 4.—Wo unto us! Sor the day goeth away ; for the shadows of the 
evening are stretched out. 


Tue subject which, from this text, I int@fid to commend to your attention, is 
an old age without religion. It is truly @ painful subject, but one to which.it is 
a matter of duty to call the attention of procrastinating man. In the remarks I 
shall make, so far as they are addressed to those who have not yet attained this 
period of life, the subject calls for the most serious admonition and warning. 
But in regard to those of my hearers who are already aged, or who are upon the 
verge of the declining years of manhood,.it becomes me to employ the utmost 
tenderness of manner, united with the most ardent language of persuasion. 

The command of St. Paul to Timothy was, “ Rebuke not an elder, but entreat 
him as a father, and the elder women as mothers.” The spirit of compassion- 
ate respect which this precept requires, the law also enjoined, im our poms 
towards the aged. “ The nakedness of thy father, or the mak 
thou shalt not uncover.” “ ‘Thou shalt rise up before Laie head, mews honor... 
the face of the old man, and fear thy God, I am the I desire that 
spirit of these precepts may govern all my remarks. I wish only, in the meek- 
ness which the gospel requires, to show the inevitable ‘misery which they entail 
upon themselves, even in the present life, who come to the winter days of man 
unpardoned, unclothed, and without hope, and the comfort which arises to ghe 
hoary head from being found in the way of righteousness. 

It may be that some of my hearers feel constrained to adopt the — 
exclamation of this passage. Their time of labor is just at its cl 
the deepening shadows of the evening, not a glimmering light is segn to ‘plide 
them through approaching darkness. If I address any who have lived for many 
long years in the midst of Divine mercies, and the abundant privileges of ee 
and are conscious that they are yet unreconciled to God, I would not utte: 
guage of reproach ; I would entreat them, as fathers and mothers, to “ give gh 
to the Lord their God, before he cause darkness, and their feet stumble 
dark mountains, and while they look for light, he turn it into the shadow of 
and make it gross darkness.” While they see and feel the wretchedness of 
old age without the presence of God, and find themselves sinking into wore 
nal world without comfort, I would beseech them to devote with great’ em 
ness their few remaining years or days to the important concerns of an € 


being. None oom Bybee fan ake Fue ae 





















370 . THE NATIONAL PREACHER. — 


propriate, when you notice how many of our aged men and women make ‘no 
profession of attachment to Christ,p—how many habitually turn away from the 
table of the Lord, as if “they had no need of the provisions of Divine grace. 
None can think me out of place, in beseeching their attention to the calls of the 
Savior, when told that among all the additions to the communion of this church, 
under my ministry, from the society of the worldly, hardly one individual had 
passed the middle age of man. All our new members have been young—and 
the aged who were out of the fold in years past, if they are still alive, are most 
of them out of it now. To stch would I address, with seriousness and affection, 
the considerations arising from our text. The points to which I wish particu- 
larly to direct attention are the difficulties and the sorrows of old age without 
religion, without a vital union with Christ, and the comforts of his love. “Wo 
unto us! for the day goeth away, and the shadows of the evening are stretched 
out.” 


’ L. That period of life, during which the Savior grants to men the privileges 
of the gospel, is known under the appellation of a day of grace; a day in which 
he waits for the sinner’s repentance, and is peculiarly ready to aid his efforts. 
The great object to be attained during the continuance of this day is reconcilia- 
tion to God, and the consequent enjoyment of his love. They who seek him 
early have the promise that they shall find him; and if man be wise in the 
morning of this day of privilege, the-way of return to God is filled with encour- 
nt. 

In old age, this reconciliation to God is rendered embarrassing and painful by 
-this first difficulty, that « The day goeth away.” ‘The period of grace has almost 
come to its close. ‘The aged sinner must necessarily reflect upon a long dura- 
tion of mercy, which has passed by unimproved. Every privilege of the gos- 
pel has brought with it an individual.responsibility. Not one of its advantages 
can have been enjoyed without the corresponding obligation to render an account 
thereof to the holy and heart-searching God, O, how awful is the record which 
must stand against that man’s soul who ‘has for twenty, it may be for thirty 
years, received from God the ample provisions of the gospel, and derived from 
them no bena@fit whatever! ‘The heathen, who in his old age, for the first time, 
listens to the invitations and promises of the gospel, has then the commence- 
ment of a day of grgee, and is to be regarded under the same aspect as a child 
in a Christian land, with the same opportunities of religious knowledge. But 
alas, the aged man, in a land of Christian light, has had from the beginning of 
his life the privileges which are first offered to the idolater in his latter days! 
O,grhat is the condition of many such before me? ‘Two thousand solemn pub- 
lic calls of the gospel are to be accounted for, by some of my hearers, besides 
the vast multitude of private opportunities of knowledge, which have produced 
no beneficial.influence upon their character and prospects. How terrible is the 
prospect ‘of being “thus thrust down to hell, under this load of privileges and 
blessings from Heaven! and how serious is the difficulty which this wasted 

iod of-mercy interposes to a spiritual return to God ! 
The day goeth away.” It has been enjoyed, in the fulness of its oeivllogiat 
“Phas boo long allowed to endure for some of those who listen to me now. 
since it has been utterly unimproved, it has tended only to increase the guilt 
and danger of the soul. For fifty years the Redeemer has called upon an indi- 
vidual preg§nt.to turn to him and live. For fifty years angels of merey have 
is conversion. For fifty years Divine Providence has crowned his 
wing-kindness and tender mercy. For fifty years there has been 
shell, lest he should be persuaded to accept the invitations of the 
p¢ from the captivity of Satan. Jesus was answered, amid 
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_sit down, in sullen despair, under the feeling that so much time 
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the convictions impressed in the youthful period, by a promise for the years of - 


maturity. He was put off in maturity to old age, by the@ares and labors of life, 
which had then so much jgereased that no time could be given to the soul. And 
now that old age has come, what is the result? Satan is a him now to 

as gone that 
now there can be no-room for hope; that he is too old to change a course of 
habits which have been contracted-and indulged for so many years ; and that it 
is better for him to submit with fortitude to that which has been formed into a kind 
of necessity for his soul. Bring to him now the kind and precious invitations of the 
gospel, and he can answer, “I would gladly accept them, but alas, I have wasted 
so much time—I have lived so Jong in a careless state of mind,—I have had so 
many mercies, and have never improved them, that I have now no hope, if I 
should desire to return. ‘ ‘The day goeth away,’ and I must yield to a night of 
darkness without comfort or hope.” O how painful is this view of the condition 
of an aged sinner! How hard and diffictlt to arouse him to a sense of the 
privileges which he has yet remaining, and of the duty which is yet resting upon 
him! He thinks he would return, but he fears, lest there should be no hope for 
his soul. e 


Il. The second difficulty which the text suggests, to prevent the spiritual re- 
turn of the aged sinner unto Christ, is the short period of grace whichis now left 
to him. “The shadows of the evening dé &tretched out.” Many years have 
passed by unimproved. But very few, at the best, are now left for his soul’s 
salvation. As life passes away, the work to be done increases, in the same pro- 


portion as the time in which it is to be done is diminished. ‘The reconciliation’ 


to God, which in youth was comparatively easy, in the advanced period of life 
becomes so difficult as to be well-nigh impossjble. And the sinner who has 


ed the care of his soul to the last hours of life, finds when these hours come’ 


that he has so much work to do in other relations in which he is placed, that 
salvation is now a hopeless matter. Standing upon the verge of eternity, and 
looking into the awful blackness of the abyss, the aged man feels that the dan- 
ger which before was little heeded, is now near and Bais on 7,4 the 
abiding holiness of God contrasted with his own unceasing alie from his per- 
fect ways, he sees that the distance between himself and his Maker has ‘been 
immensely increased by this voluntary estrangement. And while in his youth 
he had gone astray from the Divine Creator, he finds himself now to have gone 
so much farther, that the period of youth seems to have been, in a comparative 
view, a period of innocence. And now, how shall he travel back over this whole 
distance by which he is separated from.God? It has taken him perhaps fifty or 
sixty years to accomplish this outward-bound journey: can he hope for fifty or 
sixty years more as a period of return? He set out early in the morning to go 
astray from God. ‘Through the whole day he has been ing forward, with 
unabating rapidity, in this course of ruin; and now, when the day has gone, and 
the shadows of the evening are stretched out, and exhausted nature is asking 
for repose, alas, is this an hour to commence the journey of a day? to begin a 
work-which, as soon as it is commenced, midnight darkness will interfere to 

Death now stands at the door. The line which separates earth from Nell 
dwindled to a hair, and the aged sinner is tempted to yield to utter despair Of ~ 
escaping the ruin which is to close upon him. ‘The difficulty which his own 
heart presents, as arising from this shortened period of probation, Satan uses as 
a temptation to him to be quiet and unconcerned under his load of ~_ cm 
agrees that he ought to have made up his mind before this time 

of duty for his life. And he answers the faithful admonitions 

him by his minister or pious friends, that if he has been al} 
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wrong, it will be a hopeless undertaking, at this late period of his life, to attain 
to a better course and system. The pride of age interferes. He cannot yield to 
that strong crying and those tears which might make up for the loss of time, and 
in a little while do the work of many years, A spirit of deep and agonizing ear- 
nestness for his soul he cannot, and he does not wish to attain; and there is no 
opportunity for any slow work of, grace. ‘Thus he argues against himself, and 
against those who love his precious, but yuined soul. If he had to begin his 
life anew, he confesses he would not pass it as he has done. . He cheerfully ad- 
vises those who are young by no means to follow his example of procrastination, 
-but in the commencement of life to make provision for eternity. And yet, while 
he gives this advice to others, he feels himself obliged to pursue the course in 
which he has been so long engaged. Thus it is that aged parents can behold 
their children experiencing the power of religion, rejoicing in the life and mercy 
of the gospel, and uniting themselves to the people of God, and can even feel 
pleasure at the sight, while themselves still remain far astray from the ways of 
peace, and are living and perishing, without any interest in the covenant of re- 
deeming mercy ; so many’ ies seem to beset the path of return to God. 


Til. A third difficulty in the way of aged sinners, arises Tom the increased 
hardness of their hearts. They cannot attain the same liveliness of feeling 
which marked the period of their youth. When they were young, conviction 
agitated their minds, ‘The solemn ‘proclamations of Divine truth awakened 
their attention. Their eyes could weep under the preaching of the gospel. 
Their affections could be attracted by the inviting hopes and promises of the 
gospel, and they often felt strongly excited towards a life of holiness and peace. 
But now they have no such feelings. ‘They sit under the preaching of the 
word utterly unmoved. The rain which descends to refresh others seems to 

‘ have no such effect upon them, but rather to hasten their decay. In the lan- 
guage of Barzillai, “they can no more hear the voice of singing men or singing 
women.” ‘Their ears have grown dull in age, and the most awakening calls 
ean produce no influence upon their minds. ‘They sometimes appear to wish, 
“that they were as in months past, when the candle of the Lord shined upon 
their habitations,” that they could renew the awakened feelings and anxious 
desires of some earlier period. ‘They sometimes look with a kind of envy upon 
younger persons, who are brought under the renewing influence of the gospel 
of Jesus, and long as they think to bend in humbleness of mind at the Savior’s 
feet. But they can find no place for repe They cannot exercise a godly 
sorrow. And when the summer and the ‘have passed without improve- 
ment, every succeeding day of autumn seems only to dry, and harden, and seal 

up the earth against the approach of a frost-bound and cheerless winter. This 
hardness of heart, the necessary accompaniment of age, and still more neces- 
sarily the: effect long “¢@htinuance in am unconverted state of character, 
forms @ most seriote difficulty in the way of the aged sinner’s return to God. 

I do not: here speak of a judicial hardening of the heart by the power of God ; 

under this “it would be useless to speak of difficulties, for there would be no 
ity of return toGod, But I refer to the universal characteristic of age, 
to ‘utterly unfit is that period of life, for the first love of a new-born 
the deep and sincefe emotions of a spiritual mind. While the pas- 

sage of the day renders every hour which is left of tenfold importance, and the 
stretching out of the. shadows of the evening admonishes the aged sinner, “ what 
thou hast to do, do quickly ;” this encasing of the affections, this hard and cal- 








lous blocks up the way towards accomplishing the work which_ 
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gs grt many @ long-lived sinner attempts in the last hours 
to cling to the Senos of the alee Sor quiteitiiaashes Sade Gt his ‘hots 

the monuments only of long-continued rebellion andsin, cannot come down 
grave in peace. 


- The remaining difficulty to which I refer, as hedging up the aged sinner’s 
return to God, is the pride of character which attendst he advanced periods of 
life. There is but one way of salvation opened to men, whether young or old. 
They must come down to a Savior’s feet, as humble, weeping, heart-broken 
sinners, to obtain pardon and peace in his atonement. ‘This implies an acknow- 
ledgment that they have been, through the whole antecedent period of life, ina 
state of rebellion against God ; that they have gone astray from their birth; and 
now are anxious to come entirely back to the point whence they first set out, 
and to seek the free mercy of a Savior whom they have hitherto rejected. This 
is a most humiliating course. Pride rebels at once against it. ‘The wandering 
child can go home to a pious father or mother with a broken spirit and weeping 
countenance, and confess the sorrow and shame which remembrance of a 
of sin produces. Buta parent, who has grown gray without an experience of 
religion, cannot come down to ask the counsel and prayers of a child that has 
found a Savior and is evidently rejoicing in his love. The pride of age prohibits 
such a course. The heart may be often moved, the conscience awakened, 
and the feelings roused in the bosom of the aged transgressor, and a vehe-— 
ment desire be felt to lay down this burden and find peace. But an as- 
sumed dignity and coolness of manner are drawn over a broken end bleeding 
spirit, because the acknowledgment of these awakened desires is so humiliating 
to the age and station of the individual. But there is no other course presented. 
To this humbling ground the sinner must be brought, or he will assuredly perish. 
Age furnishes no exemptions. So far from it, it requires still deeper abasement 
from the longer continuance of guilt. This difficulty is now preventing, and 
has long been operating to prevent, the return of some of my aged hearers to 
Christ, They are convinced, as they listen to the gospel, of the importance of 
the course pointed out. They almost resolve to pursue it. But when they return 
to their homes, the acknowledgment to children, and domestics, and friends, that 
they have been all this time in the wrong, is so painful and repulsive to their 
minds, that they cannot yield. The determination, perhaps, is‘made to commence 
a course of family yr enter upon a succession of Christian duties and 
requirements; the hand, pe actually laid upon the Bible to begin the work ; 
when the heart flutters with i th tddeiion, and this pride of age rises up and almost 
choaks the utterance, and takes away the strength. If there was some other 
way opened they would embrace it. But pride will probably forever forbid 
their coming down to the humbled spirit of a child, to seek the salvation which 
is presented to their acceptance. And though thé’aged present are now 
moved, and awakened, and made to feel, it is me 4 more probable that 
this strong feeling of pride will put down any lasting coneern for their souls, 
and persuade them still to remain in a state of carelessness and opposition, With 
such a spirit, well may aged hearers adopt the exclamation of o 2, 
unto us! for the day goeth away, the shadows of the evening are pra be an 
our whole work of salvation is to be effected, and/our hearts prove so 
and proud, that we are unable now to set out upon the great work, 
whole life would be too short to finish. 

In concluding tliis discourse, I would impress upon the mips of my 
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hearers the considerations which have been suggested. 
hoe gece gana rertenten damebad es 
How improvident would you consider yourselves, if 
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beginning to lay up a treasure in this world for yourselves or your families! 
What would you think’of the man or woman of forty years of age, who was 
just agitating the question, what course of life had I better pursue to obtain my 
bread? You would almost think, if this matter had never gained attention until 
now, it would be a hopeless undertaking to begin it at all. How many have 
passed this age, and have now entered the work of their souls’ salvation ! 
Perhaps they have hardly thought of the question, whether they have souls to 
be saved. And what is the condition of such in a state of guilt, and still im- 
penitent! How many difficulties surround their way. The path of religion 
seems almost blocked up, and salvation appears a nearly hopeless matter. 
You will say that this view is most discouraging. My beloved friends, nothing 
is so discouraging as this carelessness of habit, from which I would try to 
arouse you. You had better feel despair than feel nothing. For when you do 
despond, we may hope that you will embrace the arm extended for your rescue. 
The views now suggested should have the effect of rousing you at once to an 
earnest, determined exertion for your eternal safety. Brethren, your time is 
short, your difficulties are mapy, your work is arduous, but it is not impossible ; 
and would you set yourselves immediately about it, God would remove the diffi- 
culties, and give you success. Nothing is wanting in God, but there is much 
wanting in yourselves. © that you could be persuaded immediately to turn to 
Christ, who invites you, and promises salvation only upon your return. You 
must be reconciled to God, and find acceptance and peace in a Redeemer’s 
blood. If you pursue this course you will find safety. If it be still rejected, 
the difficulties will still increase—and as the day sinks into darkness, and the 
shadows of the evening are lost in undistinguished night—a deeper and deeper 
wo will be sounded from your souls, and echoed back from every lost spirit of 
the regions of despair. Aged friends, why will you not yield at once? Come 
yout from ruin, and flee to the arms of Jesus. However painful and humbling 
the work may be, the humbling step is but one. Be willing to be abased in the 
Divine presence, and feel that though aged and respected among men, there is 
no respect of persons with God. Accept the righteousness of Jesus, and be 
found in him, converted and sanctified, and you will be safe and happy. 
Do not say to this message, wait yet a little, for a more convenient season. 
To-morrow will make the matter still worse. The next day, should you live, 
will increase the difficulties around you; and what finally will be the end, I 
leave your own consciences to tell you. 
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*® ~ SORROWS OF OLD AGE WITHOUT RELIGION. 
Eooureusres vi. 3.—If a min live many years, so that the days of his years are 
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pry and his soul be not filled with good, I say that an untimely birth is better. 


Lona life has been esteemed among all nations as one of the greatest and 
most desirable of blessings, In the earliest periods of the world, the number of 
aa allotted to man as his season of probation was very great. Now that the 

ys of men are comparatively so circumscribed, we can hardly imagine the 
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appearance or the feelings of an individual, whose locks were the growth of nine 
centuries, and who had lived to witness many thousand immortal beings, as the 
lineal descendants from himself. Yet this was the first measure of human 
life. But the fallen nature of man, transforming this lengthened period of trial 
merely into a more extended progress in iniquity,—a more unfathomable. 

of sin, the Divine Creator has in successive generations cut down the 

of rebellion against him, in the case of each individual, to less than one tenth of 
the period first granted to the human race. No longer like the oak, which is 
said to occupy three centuries in its growth, three centuries in the enjoyment of 
its maturity, and three centuries in decay, now, * we all do fade as a leaf.” 
At the utmost ordinary limit, the days of man are threescore years and ten. 
And the wish for long life can hardly carry the mind beyond this period. _ But 
the fact that so very few ever attain to this utmost limit leads us to arrange our 
plans of business and exertion within a much narrower scope than that would 
allow us. In our worldly occupations, we are governed by the rule, that what 
we have to do must be done quickly. And no man, who would preserve the 
reputation of one in possession of his reason, thinks of laying a plan for the 
acquisition of money, or for the attainment of any worldly object of desire,which 
is to be commenced when he has attained the age of threescore andten. To say 
that he would set out then upon a business which his whole life should have been 
employed in finishing, and the care of which ought to be then dismissed from a 
mind that needs to be at rest, would stamp any one of you with the character of 
derangement. He would be an object of ridicule, who should announce his pur- 
pose to bind himself, when he had attained the age of seventy, as an apprentice 
to a trade, or to enter himself as a pupil in a school, or even to plant an orchard in 
his grounds with the hope of eating the fruit which itshould bear him. And yet 
how many are hoping to prepare for an eternal occupation, and to attain an inex- 
haustible knowledge in this last flickering of human existence! In the business 
of this world men are wise. It is only in relation to eternity that they seem to 
be void of reason. 

But what is really the great object and purpose for which human life has been 
bestowed! Is it to acquire a trade? to obtain an education in science? or tolay 
up treasures which may be moth-eaten and corrupted? If I should derive my 
answer from the habits of most of my hearers, it would seem to be this. But 
if I go to the Bible for a reply to this question, it presents a very different end 
before me. 

In my text, the wise preacher supposes a man to have seen the utmost 
limit of human existence. And then he estimates the worth of the whole of 
this proud and protracted life, if it has passed without the acquisition of that 
object which the Bible proposes. “If a man live many years,—so that the 
days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, I say that an 
untimely is better than he; for he com with vanity, and departeth in 

his name shall be covered with darkness.” One fag wiser than 
Solomon has given us the same estimate in the striking demand upon man’s 
universal love of gain, “ What shall it profit a man if he shall the whole 
world and lose his own soul?” When he has balanced his for 
how much will it appear that he has got in exchange for his soul? Probably the 
experience of some of my hearers may soon furmiph the exact, and the only ade- 
quate reply to these demands, and constrain them to adopt in appli to 
themselves the Lord’s assertion regarding Judas, “It had been better for us, if 
we had not been born,” “for who can dwell with the devouring fire? who can 
dwell with everlasting burnings ?” 

The text leads me to consider, 
| L The great object and purpose of human life, 
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IL. The sorrows of that man who has been gpared to the deter poriede of life 
without attaining st. 


L The great object of human life is that “the soul may be filled with good.” 
It was for this object that man was placed in a period of earthly education; and 
it is for this alone that Divine forbearance lengthens out to gray hairs the life 
of man; to see if the hour will ever come when men will be wise, and think of 






rejoicing in unspeakable good,—or lamenting amid unutterable evils, ages 
after the body in which it dwelt has returned to dust ae it was. How then shall 
this soul be filled with good? Is there any thing within the limits of worldly 
gifts which can thus fill it? Is there any creature on earth that can form a 
pense for its loss? Can a sinner before me carry the wealth of the world 
hell; to bribe the flames, or to corrupt its tormentors? Can he there buy 
his pardon with money? Yes, when he can sow grace in the furrows of his 
field; and fill his barns with glory ; when he can plough up heaven out of the 
earth, and extract God from corrupted creatures, the world may be able to fill 
his soul with good, and furnish an adequate exchange for its loss. But who sees 
not that there is an utter disproportion between the desires of his soul, and all 
the fruits which earth produces? The sinner is descending where his earthly 

ory can never descend after him, and where, for a soul unredeemed, all re- 

ption ceaseth for ever. Naked he came into the world, and naked he must 
leave it again. He has to stand where his soul will constitute his all, where the 
erowns of kings and the shackles of prisoners, the robes of princes and the rags 
of beggars will form no distinctions,——where all classes of men must answer 
upon an equal footing and plea for eternity, and where an experience of the 
power of godliness in a life of probation will form the only ground of hope. 

That man’s soul is filled with good who has found a reconciled God. There 
is none good but one, that is God.—He who has received Jesus in his heart by 
faith, so’ that God dwells in him and he in God, has found the one great abiding 
good for man. ‘The privileges of the gospel are bestowed upon us, and the 
voice of Jesus is calling us through our whole period of probation, that we may 
be led to seek salvation in that infinite atonement, which’ is offered as our only 
good. Inus, by nature, there dwelleth no good thing ; nor can all the attainments 
within the reach of our natural powers procure for us the least permanent good. 
In the unconverted soul there is nothing but defilement, and guilt, and ruin: 
and man has no experience of good until he has been brought with a broken and 
ee spirit, to lay down his hopes at the feet of Jesus, and to seek for 

and salvation through him. The converted soul is made “ the habitation of God 
ee Spirit,” and “is filled with good.” The unconverted soul “has not 
neither known him#and has therefore no good. 

“If a m@Plive many years, and his soul be not filled with good,” our text de- 
elares, if he be still in an unconverted state, has never submitted his heart to the 
‘fall dominion of Christ, and has therefore no hope or treasure laid up in another 
world, “I say that an untimely birth is better than he.” Any state, within the 

of man, short of the final and interminable agonies and despair of 
hell, is preferable to the state"@f an old man without religion. 


rE 


Il. con onane ony comer eee remark,—the sorrows of the man whe 
has passed through life, and “his soul is not filled with good.” etwaaager 
a hearer. before me, I pray him to consider the evils which he is 


himself, and the sorrows which he is malighying around, him wile woot 
God in the world. : 
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OLD AGH WITHOUT RELIGION. a7 


1. The first canse of anemones naseaiinens religion, to which I refer, is, 
that man has passed through a life, a tion upon which gives him no comfort. 
So has,the Divine «Nate constituted the human mind, that man is compelled to 
look back continually upon his own conduct and character. Even if he would 
desire and endeavor to forget himself, he finds that he cannot do it. Past:days 
and years rush involuntarily upon his recollection, and bring to him their load of 
joy or sorrow, and lay it down before him for his cool and inevitable inspection. 
We are always laying up something for our latter days, and according as we 
have sown shall we thenreap. ‘To the Christian, the review of life is in many 
respects highly comforting. It gives him a new cause of thankfulness, if he ean 
look baek from the bed of death, and see that his whole life has been given to 
the God who made and upheld it; and,that Evenezers, as monuments of divine 
help, have been set up in every path through which he has been led. In the 
midst of all the trials of Job, this retrospect of divine grace, as displayed in his 


past life, gave him comfort, “ When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and 


when the eye saw me, it gave witness unto me, because I delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to/help him ; the blessing of him 
that was ready to perish came on me, and I caused the widow’s heart to sing for 
joy.” Such reflections gave him no pain ; and he gladly ascribed all the glory 
to the Almighty who was with him, and whose “ candle shined upon his -habita- 
tion.” David could say, “I have been young and now am old; and yet havel 
never seen the righteous forsaken.” Paul could look back upon along ministry 
for Him who loved him when he was in the ignorance of unbelief, and say, “ I am 
now ready to be offered; and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, have kept the faith, hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge, shall give me in that day.” The martyr Polycarp could exclaim at 
the close of life, “ Eighty and six years have I served Jesus of Nazareth.” Ip 
the same spirit every old disciple may look back upon life, and the reflection 

ives him consolation, as it brings to his mind new proofs of a Savior’s love and 
‘faithfulness. 

But what sorrow, anguish, and self-crimination arise in the heart from the retro- 
spect of a wasted life! “No beam of light is cast forth upon the mind from any 
act or feeling that recollection brings to view. Every hour rises up as an ac- 
euser of a guilty conscience.——A remembrance of youth is a remembrance of 
convictions smothered, the Holy Spirit resisted, and a Savior’s love despised. 
The thoughts of a past manhood present an awful picture of a sinner, carefully 
building for himself an altar from the stones of the world, and immolating upon 
it, to the enemy of God and man, his immortal soul. The latter years, as they 
have collected upon each other, and are thrusting him so rapidly from the 
earth, seem only the gathered impetus of that stone of neglected grace which is 
now ready to fall upon his soul and grind him 4 powder, All the resolutions 
and plans*which he made for life have gone by unfulfilled. 
has been lost, every mercy has been abused, and the varied scenés of ‘his 
existence, which, when they were approaching seemed to be a pillar of light and 
hope, now that they are looked back upon, show no aspect but a thick cloud of 
darkness and despondency. O, what sorrow does such a life produce, and how 


often does it lead to the exclamation from the ageil offender, “ O, that Ihad been 


cut off from the womb, that I had perished from my birth!” How many of you, 
my beloved hearers, are thus laying up sorrows which shall consume your flesh 
as it were fire; or piling up the snows of age upon your heads, to serve 
only as the monument of your pond empled See 
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“Osteen yue wink now 
P thors about my bleeding brow 2 . 
pectres, ‘er round m n, 
And work at aggravate nA pain.” 


Nothing but wretchedness can arise from a life which has been spent ae 
Christ. Old age may be crowned with}imgian glory, loaded with earthly w 

and having every comfort which. the intercourse of men can give ; but this reflec- 
tion upon a murdered soul, a ‘twice crucified Savior, a miserable bargain with 
Satan, will tear the glory from a royal diadem, and turn the sweetest joys of 
earth into anguish and poison. 

2. The second sorrow of an old age without religion to which I will refer is, 
that man is pressing forward to an eternity for which he has no preparation. The 
euly preparation which any sinner can have for a happy eternity is to be found 
_ in the Lord Jesus Christ, clothed with his everlasting righteousness, and receiving 

2 free gedemption through his blood. This eternity cannot be avoided. There 
is no discharge in this war. With resistless force man is pressed onward to the 
valley of the shadow of death, and whether prepared or unprepared, he must 
appear before the judgment-seat of Christ. This course is altogether inevitable. 
In youth, the thought of it seems to be easily removed, because the day of parting 
appears to be far off. The youth may live to be an old man, and as he thinks, 
will then have time enough to take care of his soul. But when old age has 
arrived, the hour of death cannot be far removed. Soon the limbs of the aged 
will be stiffened with dissolution, and an immortal soul must go to bear witness 
against itself before the throne of God. The prospect which before was a 
distant one, now comes to the very door. . The man is now upon the very-margin 
of the ocean. It spreads itself before him with inconceivable magnitude. But 
what is the view upon which his eyes will rest! Does this ocean shine with the 
glories of the sun? Does every image of beauty seem to be reflected from its 
waters, and sweet and ever-enduring peace to abide upon its glassy surface? 
Does its attractive stillness tempt him to launch upon its bosom with confidence 
and hope? or does he see it agitated with tempests lashed into fury with a 
mighty wind, rising up in anger to the heavens, only that it may the better expose 
the deep abyss of hell ; heaving from its waters the sad mementoes of a thousand 
shipwrecks, and proclaiming in every roaring which strikes upon his ear, that 
there is no safety for this soul? Does he feel himself drawn forward by the 
joyous notes and the cheerful music of those who are floating upon its bosom in 
ee Or is he driven back upon himself by the wailings of 
anguish which burst from its depths, and finally, in spite of his last convulsive 
grasping upon some poor shrub of earthly confidence, is he plunged bound hand 
and foot, into all the terrors which he saw full clearly were prepared for him! 
O, how much is involved in this question! Alljesting upon the one fget, is 
he prepared or unprepared forjudgment. Has he sought refuge, or has hé not, 
in the hopé#Which was set before him in the blood of Jesus Christ? How truly 
is that old age an evil day in which man finds no pleasure, which has no prepa- 
ration for efernity, to which hope comes not that comes to all! I wonder not 
that the aged sinner, who is not of Christ, clings with tenacity to life—I wonder 
not that he dreads to think of leaving a world beyond whieh there is no hope for 
his soul,—I wonder not that he fears an endless contrition of sorrow and anguish. 
But O, how unwise is he to expose himself to it! Whatever he may have gotten of 
earthly good, what is he now profited? Every day is now counted like the days of 
the criminal... To-morrow and to-morrow he may be here. But ah, the awful hor 


is not far removed, it cannot be, when he must be carried without hope or comfort _ 


to the bar of an offended God. Aud while an eternity unprovided for is thus n 
upon him, he feels that it would have been better for him if he had not been born. 
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III. ‘Aiiother-sorrow of old age without religion is, that man has experienced 
the vanity of the wérld, and has nothing to supply its place. The false paint 
ings of the world delude the young, and palm themselves upon them for realities. 
They love to be thus deceived. ‘They make no opposition to. the delusions 
practised upon them by these enticing instruments of Satan. Wealth and pleasure 
and reputation seem to be proper aioe objects of pursuit, and in them 
the young vainly imagine that they cah find satisfaction for their souls But the 
aged have outlived these deceptions. ‘They havé experienced far too much to. be 
induced now to believe that the present wosld can furnish them any abiding rest, I 
am addressing some, my brethren, who can tell me that they have tasted of every 
fountain which the earth can offer, and know that but miserable comfort is to be 
derived from them all. Mere sensual indulgence, whether of a light and giddy 
character, or of a deeper stain of pollution, can offer them nothing, for they 
have no feelings or desires to which such provisions are suitable. Money can 
do them no good, for it will require but very little to. purchase for them. grave ~ 
or a coffin, and soon these will be all they shall want, Their own characters can 
furnish them no consolation, though a thousand sy¢ophants should praise their, 
course of life; for they see that man judgeth by the outward appearance, but 
God looketh upon the heart. When they were young, they could be active and 
occupied, and thus had power to divert their minds from that deep consciousness. 
of deficiency which even then was felt. But now other hands have taken thety 
employments. ‘They have been released from active labors. Many hours im 
the day must be passed in thought; and they cannot help thinking of themselves. 
They are obliged often to sit down in a contemplation of their own past and 
future existence, and their minds present a perfect blank, so far as any source 
or object of comfort is to be found. The world recedes and disappears; its 
cisterns are all broken, its springs are“dried, its flowers have withered, its joys 
have become entirely tasteless; and in the midst of all this wilderness of the. 
soul; they can find no fresh springs of hope or peace. Their days are con- 
sumed from the earth; they flee away and yet they see no good. There is 
nothing now which they would not give, they think, for a well-grounded hope. 
of everlasting rest. And-no joy seems to them more important than that which 
would have arisen from an early and cordial acceptance of the loving-kind- 
ness of Jesug Christ. But alas, vain as the world is, it is all they have. They 
have laid up their treasure here. ‘They have here sought their joys and comforts; 
and they have no treasure in any more continuing city. They ask for reli- 
gious hope, but it seems to flee far from them, ‘They call for Jesus, but he 
appeags to turn a deaf ear to their cries. They try to persuade themselves then 
that they have been always believers, but conscience will not be charmed ta, 
silence. Neither alleged faith, nor attempted infidelity can furnish them what. 
they want. They would be gpd to believe that there is no hell. They some- 
times gay that they do believ But alas, their hearts canyot rest upon it. 
They are truubled and terrified after all ; for all the awful words ofsthe Serip- 
tures still press upon their recollection, and knock away the props upon which 
they have built this vain idea, They are thus left without one source of com~ 
fort, and struggling with wretchedness and despair ; they feel that the man out 
of Christ has no hope, though he has gained in this world, when God taketly 
away his soul. : oe 

I refer upon this occasion to none other of the sorrows of age without reli- 
gion. The three sources of painful reflection which I have suggested, are 
sufficient to awaken attention to this matter. “ If a man live many Years, so that 
the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, I say that 

untimely birth is better than he.” Why is itso? Because he hae passed 
a Yong life, and he has no comfort in looking back upon it, for it is omy by filling 
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Up every thought about other object, and to consecrate y 
of his soul’s every hour of life. I feel 
in driving the aged who are without Christ ir. When they do feel and 
care enough about the matter to despair, I shall have hope that the Lord is so over- 
tarning all their long-standing self-righteousness, that he may build for them a city 
Which hath foundations, which shall be egernal in the heavens. It is not despair 
e perishing in lethargy, in cold and heart- 


rain in their present course, the better will it be for them. Having applied to them 
peculiarly my former discourse upon this subject, let me now address the word of 
exhortation to those who have not quite attained this period of life. There are 
many of you, in youth and in maturity, who are postponing to old age the concern 
which you ought now to feel about your souls. I would that you could be con- 
vineed of the folly of this eourse of self-destruction. What have you seen 
attractive in the picture I have set before you of an irreligious old age? Why 

* will you persist in your determination thus to seek the living among the dead? 
Can you present to yopr minds one rational excuse for the course you are pur- 
suing? Travelling in the broad road to death, beholding the pit bottomless and 
Open, knowing that hd soul ever returned from its darkness and despair, - 
can you hope to find a reconciled God €t the close of this persevering and 
determined course of folly? No,I solemnly proclaim to every soul in this 
assembly who is thus pushing forward the day of return to God, reflising the first. 
fruits of the harvest, and leaving only the gleanings of a wasted mortality to the 
living God, that the rest df God will never be found. You are laying up in store 
nothing but wrath and destruction. You are provoking a God, justly offended, to 
withdraw his Spirit from you. You are crushing the Spirit of God, as he lifts up his 
admonitions in your heart, with the vainly gilded determination of final ruin. You 
ate nét postponing a day of return,—yen are thrusting it from you forever. Do 
not deceive yourselves with any false expectations of a future repentance. You 
will never repent. Satan is rejoicing this moment over every procrastinating 
soul, in the assurance that he has a¢complished his design. Let him persuade 
you to go from this place with the plan of be religious when you become 
old, and his work is finished. Your souls are The day of your cénver- 
sion will neVer come ; and the door of hope will be closed against you for ever. 
To-morrow js good for nothing to you. Now is your proper time of return 
to God; and that return now negl be neglected for ever:- You will go 
out'im/darkness, and your name shall be covered with darkness, amd the only 
lasting record of your existénce will be the remembrance of God, that you were 
a poor, dbstinately deluded creature, that was led to bargain away eternal life 
fora paltry provision of this perishing world. Now is your accepted time and 
your day of salvation, And may the Holy Ghost be pleased to apply to your 
hearts these solemn truths, to persuade you to improve it. Amen. 
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